INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS CONSTITUTICN (Revised 7/75)

Article I. Name ‘ 5 |
The name of .this organization shall be the Ihternaticnal Socialists (I,S,)

Article IT. (Deleted at 175 Convention)

Article IIT. Membership : ' : '

AT individials are eligible for menbership in IS who are (1) in genersl
agreement with the political principles, aims, and major ectivities of the Is
as spelled cut in the major statements, publicatiens and Conventien decisions
of the crgarfizaticn; and willing (2) to actively build the orgénizatien, through
regular political activity under the directien of the IS and its elected leading
committees, e ’ '

A chapter may accept into membershin by majority vote any applicant meeting .-

the requirements hercin, Members at lerge who live in an area in which the I.S.
does not have a branch may be cccepted into membership by the NAtional Secre-
tary or by other procedures adrpted by the EC, subject to apptoval of the NC.
In the event that thz chopter refuses membership, the applicant may appeal te
the EC and &C.

A member. yho is unable to maintain regular political activity for a periad
of time mayfabpiyjtb the brench executive cormittee for a leave of absence, or
may be placed on involuntary leave of absence by the branch. Members on leave

of aksence are nut entitled to voting or spesking rights at membership meetings., .

They must however pay full dues end function under the direction and discipling
of the IS in their political activities. Leaves of absence will be granted snly
for specific limited periods of time, during which specific circumstances make
it impossible for the mamber $o mainbain regulser sctivity,

Article IV, Fationzl Convention - . , :

The ligtional Ccnvention shall.be the highest governing body of the Organ-
ization,

The NC shall call a Naticnal Convention every year, :

The NC shall issue a call for the National Convention 90 days prier to the

date set for the Convention, This peried may be shortened by a 2/3 vote of the NG,

Spedcial Convéations of the Organization may be called by the NG or by 25%
of the merbership. =

Delegates for the Convention shell be determined as fcllows:

Appoticnment of celegated frem the chapters and worganized areas shall be

proporticnally cetermined by heh EC on the basis of the size of chapters

and the Organization as a wanle as of 90 days prior to the opening of the

Ceonvention,

The NC shall determine the delegate-merbership ratio. REach chapter and
organizing committee shall be entitled to at least one vote, Chapters
ray elect es delegctes nmenbers of the IS who are not members of that

chapter.

TIf the delegrte-menber ratio is 1 to n (50 that each delegate represents
n members) then each MAL whn sttends the Convention shall have 1/n vetes,
Or, vhat amountsito the seme thing, each delegate shall have n votes and
ome each MAL 1 vote, » ‘

Major documents for decision ot the Convention shall be distributed to
branches at least 4 wecks prior to the Convention, Counter~documents
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shall be distributed at least 2 wecks prior to the Conventien.,

Article V. National Committee
(+¥he Naticnal Commbiee and alternates shall be elected by the Natlonal Con~-
ventifin,
The Naticnal Committce shall meet at least three times per year or upon"
call by the EC, or vpon request ofl/3 of the membership of the NC. iR
. A ‘quésim (¢ "fHe ‘NG shall be equel to a majority of the NC and shall con-
sist of members and altefhatés with written :designations from absent NC members, ©
Remaining vacancies sh#ll? bA”filled‘hy alternates present in the order of :
election except where politiéal- deiSicn shall have been used in slection in -
which case vacan01cc shall be fllled m 1y'm1th altern&xes frcm the same polltl- e
cal grouping 15
Between Gnnvent g5 the LT onwll bs govbrrlu, bGLj of the Organization
and may male -all~pclitical and organizatic nal decisicns for the Organization g
in between cgnventlons rexcept those spscifically excluded by this Constituticn. .c-
“ The NG shell eppoint a%; peiicnal o ilC@fu'uﬂd the Executlve Commlttee -

%ﬁ%ﬁhgﬁi% :

C‘L:O
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Articie V
'héiEy cu i

chengad ab any dinme
THe EC mey oot 2

matters exccpu faks 0,1

'fﬂb~J k7 the IC and may be replaced or = *

orzoninetion on &l, political and organizational

. prev%cni for-herein bitween meetings of the NC. ;
y b £ Tz G or Tive-membeds of the NC may request d mail e
vote df‘thé NC on any action of th” O visa*r 10 dnys of the action. 3

Article VIZI. Yatlorql Of-‘C“TD
PHe NC shell eb its rirsc mecting Tollewing a coqventlon elect a Natienal
Secreta?y, PUbllCCthnu FdJaoru,Jdﬂd any other dational officers as it may deem;
necesaary, These off icers, if mot elected members of the NG, shall be fraternal
memoers of the NC with voice but no voie. These officers may be replaced by the
NC at any time., Officers shall b= politically respensible to the EC between - -
NG meeti§§§g‘alygougg.rec alleblesonly by uhe KC.

T

Article VIII, Organizeticn, :

Members &t incge oholl be. rvsnonuzble to the EC for the conduct of politi-
cal act1V1ty. ".‘, _ :

Flve or more,members in ﬁny 1001]1ty may be cbqrte red as a chapter upon
appllcatﬂon to the ZC. Chrpters have the right and duty to perform all IS
activity in thst localivy. Tioe Nebional Orvpenizaiion retains the power teo s
supercede any dacision hf a local brench regarding its external functioning, |

Three . Imore. Roaoers incon Bhorganized e_uu‘may be constituted an organéﬁ"
izing mcomnittes vron coplication tu the IC sond cerry cou activities subject
to review by the IC.

Where more tha: ons chopter exists in any locale, a district organization
may‘be chartered by the IO in vhich cace district organization will be - ,

- . the highest governing body within the locale, This district org- o
anization will be <clected by a district convention called at the initiative
of the chaplers in Tthe locola,

All MAL's, crganizing cormittess, broaches and dictricys of the IS are re-
sponsible for carrying out national policies end campaigns of the organization
as mandated by tiue IC, JC, ov Convention, Lerding comnittees are respomsible
for ensuring that lccsl FCt‘VlLY i3 beged vpon the carrying out of national




-

“Article IX. Finances
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perspectives and policies, » e
National fractions of members invelved in common political work may be inite

iated by the members themselves or by the NC or EC. These fractions may elect
their own . officers and committees.  These fractions are responsible in their

‘political work to the National Organization as a whole throuvgh the National

Convention, NC and EC. The NC and EC may establish any procedures deemed nece
essary to insure political responsibility., ARSI T ‘

e R

The NC shall have the power to set national dues and establish a central-
ized financial structure, to organize fund drives and set special assessments.

‘Only members in good standing may vote or hold office at any level fin %he
IS. A member whois more than three months in arrears in dues and has not made
satisfactory arrangements.with the appropriate executive committee shall be de-
prived of the right to vote or hold any office, Membess who are more than 6,
months arrears in dues cnd have not made. satisfacbory arrangements with the
appropriate executive committee shall be dropped from membership two weeks
follcwing a letter of warning. = - ST Rnn }}ff':”f:;f

Article X. Referenda

Motions, proposed constitutional amendments or resolutions to be voted on
by refeerendum shall be submitted to the membership upon request of 1/3 of the
NC, 25% of the membership of the organized chapters.
o The vote on each referendum shall close 30 days after submission te the
membership. A majority vote of those voting (not including abstentions)
shall determine the result except that no referendum shall be valid unless
1/3 of the membership in good standing vote.

Articlé 'XI, Membership rights
..o Ae The EC will establish a year-round discussion bulletin where pelitical
and organizational disagreements and points of view may be expressed, All
members, of .the IS have access to the discussion bulletin. The discussien bulletin
shall be published: (1) as often as is necessary in periods of pre-convention
discussion to include all contributions en Convention questions; (2) whenever
a political question is opened up for discussion inside the erganizatien, in order
to assure full presentation of all points of view and exchanges; (3) on ether
occasions during the year when it is justified by substantive political discussien
material., .
The EC may impose reasonable space and technical requirements on contri-
butions to the discussion bulletin. The EC may refuse to publish any article
which would endanger security or seriously impair an individual or organizate
ion's political functioning., The EC may also impose minimal political cend-
itions on publication of articles in the bulletin: that the topic be relevant
er that the contributions represent substantive peints of view or centain im-
pertant informatien. :
Any such.decisions by the EC may be appealed to the NG,

B.Political decisions by committees cf the IS shall be fully reported to
the membership through regular national reports, fraction bulletins er ether
apprepriate means. The EC or appropriate subcommittees. shall have responsibi- -~

lity for the regular publication of reports,

C. The 'rights df the majority shall be protected:

All members will carry out their political activities under the guidance ef the-

1S. Decisions ‘and policies once arrived. at, shall be carried out by all members
and 211 sections of the organization 4n external work. All such decisiens and
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pelicies ‘shall ‘have binding and disciplined force. - ;
A member°whd'hés profound differences with a specific policy may appeal .~
to the EG' for permission to be exempted from responsibility for being a spokese
person for'the organization on that question. Such exemptions will in general!:
be granted except where they would substantially impair the ability of the 15
to carry out that policy. . ERCTEES s
No vites, substantial or procedural, shall require msre than‘a.simplé;major-
ity-of ‘those voting (net:including abstantions) fsr determination except for .ol

thoseTspécified in this Constitution.

B The rights of minorities shall be protected; L
There shall'be no restriction on the formation of caucuses within the organi~-
zation, ‘There shall be no restriction on the rights 6f individuals or caucuses
to publish their own points of view for distribution solely within the orgahi=-
zation, éxtept for reasons of security. : _ ey

Political minorities in the IS shall have the right to publish externgl =
opposition bulletins or journals, or publish their own ptint of view in non-IS .
publications, except im particular cases where such publication would in & suba
stantial-immedidte ans concres way undermine. the effectiveness 'vf the organi«
zation®s action program. This de¢ision shall be made by the appropriate groupy
fraction or leading body and may be appealed to the EC or NC. PR TE T ’

Externdl IS publications shall put forward the political line of the orgah~
ization. Whére ppiitical majority and minority points of ‘view have been estabe
lished on a question, the publicatiecns may be opened up to discussion articles, " i%i:
provided that the character of these articles are generally consistent with that

of the publication as a whole, . g
.37 B~ The hases for disciplinary action, including suspension or expulsion, -
shall be: (1) political ‘activity-contrary to thedecisions of the organizatien; .
(2) . 4ctions (8xternal or internal) which seriously threaten or discredit the .
organization; (3) Fundamental, irzeconsilable and thoroughgoihg differences
of political principle that make common organizaticn and unity in actiénfims
pessible, = ..° 0 ' ' ety
Disciplimary prockedings against an individual must be sent in writing to v
him agd-notification of discipline proceedings must be sent to all chapter mem= ..~ i
bers and the EC at least two weeks prior to the general chapter-meeting called .. ..
to act on-ﬁhéiaiScipiine;“A member has full rights to defendihimselfiatfthe Cr e m by
chapter meetingi” An' individual may eppeal disciplinary action’ of-a chapter to, --~i.
the £C and-Ne. =" o, B R T il TG
The EC-may initiate disciplinary proceedings against memberS§-atlarge or:
chapters. .The EC shall riotify the idividual or chapter of charges and-evidence
and allow reasorizbl® time to arrange for the individual or chaptér to be present
at the EC meeting which will consider disciplinary action. The individual or
chapter has full rights to defend himself at this meeting. The -decision of the
EC may be appealed to the NC. In the case of disciplinary actidﬁ against_ehap-,"'ﬁ T
ters, the dé?;@i%n,may;be appealed to the National Conventior, == Se s ” SRR
During the entire proceedings and appeal procedures, individuals and chap-
ters have fﬁii‘fighfs to the use of the discussion bulletin and other,procedures
feor internal commmicatien, ‘ i e e A

R

i
3

Minority pgliticaloviews sah shell have full rights of Fipresentation '
on all comﬁiﬁ@ﬁ@@ ofsthe crganization, The outgoing NC and the executive come
mitteeshall submjty i mdmifiation a slate of candidates for the election of the
new committee after ccnsulting the different political tendencies within the
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organization. If any political tendency believes that it is or may be under=
represented on any committee of the organization, it is entitled, by submitting
a motion or resolution as the basis for political representation, to that pro-
portion of the seats on the committee as the proportion of those voting in
favor of the motion or resclution as# a basis for political representation, to
those voting at the meeting where the election is carried out,

Political tendencies also have the right to the procedure of political
division in the election of delegates to the National Convention,

No member shall be denied full rights of electoral participation in all
internal IS affairs, or be denied full due process in any and all questions
concerning discipline including expulsion, nor be denied the right to run for
any position of office in the IS, because of the length of his or her membership
in the IS.

Article XII. Amendments

This constitution may be amended by membership referendum or by Conven-
tion vote. Amendments to be considered must be submitted 60 days in ade
vance of the Convention which is to act on the amendments.

Article XIII. (ihis should be a new article on the youth organization of
the IS, It should be drafted by the appropriate subcommittee in consultation
with the Red Tide leadership.)



